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Introduction

MetaMetrics is an award-winning edtech company that provides the global standard for measuring
literacy and numeracy. The Lexile and Quantile Frameworks connect students’ reading and math
abilities to the complexity of content on the same scale, making learning more personalized. Millions
of learners receive our measures, turning individual moments of assessment into meaningful
connections that empower learning. For over 40 years, our research-based, consistent, and
actionable measures have been trusted by educators, publishers, assessment providers, and
policymakers worldwide. Leveraging the most advanced language models and learning theory,
MetaMetrics continues to innovate solutions for a wide range of applications, including early
reading, career-connected learning, and literacy frameworks for non-English languages. Lexile® and
Quantile® measures increase engagement with learning across the education ecosystem, inspiring
everyone to build life skills for a brighter tomorrow.

What Are the Lexile Framework for Reading and the Quantile Framework
for Mathematics?

The Lexile Framework for Reading places readers and texts on the same developmental scale
enabling educators to match students to books and monitor their students’ reading growth over
time.

Like the Lexile Framework, the Quantile Framework for Mathematics allows both students and skills
and concepts to be placed on the same scale. Having a common scale to measure students’ math
skills, as well as math content, provides a critical link for supporting personalized learning in math.

By providing Lexile and Quantile measures for their students, state education agencies are providing
actionable information to educators, families, and students.

Our Mission

Connect educators, families,

and students with resources for
accelerating learning, improving
achievement, and providing a
means to monitor growth across
assessments throughout each
student’s journey toward college
and career readiness. Learn more
at MetaMetrics.com.
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About This Guide

This introductory guide is designed to help state education agency staff understand the Lexile and
Quantile Frameworks.

Your state is one of a growing number of state education agencies that leverage proven, scientific
measures to accelerate learning and help students graduate ready for success in college and
careers. As our partner, we strive to provide you with the support you need to understand and utilize
the full benefits of the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks.

This introductory guide is part of a toolkit that provides your teams with resources you need to
communicate with families and educators across your state. To access the rest of the toolkit, please
visit metametricsinc.com/state-toolkit.

LEXILE QUANTILE Already Familiar with Lexile and Quantile Measures?

Ready to put the measures to work? Find communications resources, including templates for
score reports, website descriptions, and press releases in the State Implementation Toolkit at:
metametricsinc.com/state-toolkit.
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Lexile & Quantile Measures:
What You Need to Know

In this section, we provide basic information about our literacy and numeracy metrics.
Topics covered include:

«  Overview of Lexile & Quantile Measures
= The Lexile Framework for Reading
El Sistema Lexile para Leer
= The Quantile Framework for Mathematics
«  The Lexile & Quantile Frameworks Footprint

Making Assessment Results Actionable
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Overview of Lexile & Quantile Measures

Consider this scenario: A parent takes their child to the store to buy shoes. The salesperson

asks them, “What kind of shoes do you need?” The parent replies, “He needs sneakers.” As the
salesperson leads them to the sneakers, they ask, “How old is your child?” The parent answers, “12.”
The salesperson then points to 10 pairs of sneakers on the wall and says, “These are our sneakers for
age 127

Not likely, right? We don’t buy shoes by age; we buy them by size. Shoe sizes among 12-year-olds
vary a great deal. Their reading and mathematical abilities vary a great deal as well. For years we
have matched students to books and other learning materials based on age or grade level. If a
student likes science fiction books and is nine years old or in fourth grade, they are given “fourth-
grade science fiction” to read. But what if that fourth grader’s reading ability is far higher than the
“average” student or they are not quite reading on a fourth-grade level?

As with shoe shopping, it's important to recognize that one size does not fit all and ensure that each
student is matched with ability-appropriate reading materials, math activities, and resources that
accelerate a student’s learning and provide the best academic support possible.

Meaningful

Measures

With Lexile and Quantile
measures, state education
agencies can enhance the
value of state assessments

to stakeholders throughout
their states, better interpret
assessment data, and better
connect state assessments to
classroom achievement.
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The Lexile Framework for Reading

The Lexile Framework for Reading is a developmental scale that indicates the complexity of a given
text and the reading ability of a student. Unlike other measurement systems, the Lexile Framework
determines reading ability based on assessment performance, rather than age or grade levels.

A Lexile reading measure represents a person’s reading ability on the Lexile scale. A Lexile text
measure represents a text’s difficulty level on the Lexile scale. When used together, they can help a
reader choose a book or other reading material that is at an appropriate difficulty level. The Lexile
reading measure can also be used to monitor a student’s growth in reading ability over time.

Students are given a Lexile reading measure after taking one of the many assessments linked with
the Lexile Framework or specifically developed to report Lexile reading measures. Lexile reading
measures range from below OL to above 1800L. When Lexile reading and text measures are used
together, we can predict how well a student will likely comprehend given text. For independent
reading (without the help of a parent, teacher, or other adult), students should look for materials with
areading comprehension “sweet spot” of 100L below to 50L above their reported Lexile measure.

Lexile Text Measure Lexile Reading Measure
Text Complexity Advanced Student Reading Ability
N
1300L
e To be college- and career-ready LERL
1200L
CD 1140L 1100L
Cold Mountain
1000L
I, (oo
Bud, Not Buddy 900L
800L
“These books are targeted to my “My Lexile reading
reading ability.” (008 measure is 670L
and my Lexile
° 600L _ _
L B!:G LA reading range is
Charlotte’s Web 680L 500L from 570L to 720L”
Twister on Tuesday 570L ||
m 240L E00C
Are You My Mother? 200L
m 140L LGE
Are You Ready to Play Outside?
BR200L
' N’
. Beginner Beginning Reader (BR) is a code given to readers
L‘Exj The Lexile Scale and texts that are below OL on the Lexile scale.
®
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El Sistema Lexile® para Leer

The number of English Language Learners (ELLs) in the United States continues to rise. Among the
more than 4.5 million students who are ELLs in this country, more than 75 percent speak Spanish at
home!

Many state education agencies are enhancing their efforts to meet the educational needs of
Spanish-speaking students. Consequently, MetaMetrics has developed El Sistema Lexile para Leer
to provide its own scientific, universal scale and metrics to connect Spanish-speaking readers with
resources at the right level of difficulty and in their native language.

Many state education agencies link their Spanish reading assessments to El Sistema Lexile to
provide progress monitoring and learning resources for Spanish readers similar to those provided to
English readers through the Lexile Framework.

With the implementation of this Framework, a Spanish assessment is linked to El Sistema Lexile,
making students’ test scores immediately actionable. Like its English-language counterpart, Spanish
Lexile measures give educators, families, and librarians a powerful tool for personalizing instruction
by taking the guesswork out of selecting materials that can help to improve student reading ability.

If you're looking to begin reporting student reading assessment results in Spanish Lexile measures,
contact a member of your support team (page 22) or email: hello@metametrics.com.

1 U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. (2017). The Condition of Education 2017 (2017-144), English
Language Learners in Public Schools.

2 SISTEMA LEXILE 2

PARA LEER
‘,‘\-L"'A
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The Quantile Framework for Mathematics

The Quantile Framework for Mathematics is a unique measurement system that uses a common scale
and metric to assess a student’s mathematical ability and the difficulty of specific mathematical skills
and concepts.

A Quantile measure represents the difficulty level of a mathematical skill or concept and a student’s
understanding of these mathematical skills and concepts in the areas of Geometry, Measurement,
Number Sense, Numerical Operations, Algebra and Algebraic Thinking, Data Analysis, Statistics,

and Probability. Quantile measures are expressed as numeric measures followed by a “Q” (for
example, 850Q), and represent a position on the Quantile scale. The Quantile Framework spans the
developmental continuum from kindergarten mathematics to pre-calculus, from below 0Q (Emerging
Mathematician) to above 1600Q.

Quantile measures provide seamless determination of which mathematical skills a student has learned
and which ones require future instruction. They inform mathematics teaching and learning by helping
educators target instruction and monitor student growth toward a state’s proficiency standards and
the mathematical demands of college and careers. With Quantile measures, state education agencies,
school districts, educators, and families have a powerful tool for supporting learners as they navigate
the path to academic success in mathematics.

Difficulty of Math Skills & Concepts Advanced Student Mathematical Ability

1350Q
To be college- and career-ready

850Q
Measure angles using a protractor 1000Q

900Q
800Q

O 0

“I'm ready to learn how to..” “My Quantile measure is 670Q.
D Use side and 700Q That makes my Quantile

angle propertiesin 600Q range, or math “sweet spot,”
680q | duadrilaterals 620Q to 720Q”
400Q
e 450Q
Divide whole numbers
150Q

Find a missing number

A B

,

(

Emerging Mathematician (EM) is a code given to
Beginner measures that are below 0Q on the Quantile scale.

QUANTILE The Quantile Scale

\
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The Lexile & Quantile Frameworks Footprint

Recognized as the standard for matching students with “just right” learning resources, more than 35
million students in all 50 U.S. states receive a Lexile measure or Quantile measure. Today more than
75 popular reading and math assessments and programs report Lexile and Quantile measures.

)
|

\‘/ \ ‘ { r Lexile and Quantile measures are reported

@VER 35%%% |
MILLIONSTUDE oy e,

from popular assessment providers, such as:

imagine
learning

]
%atg  recms

Renaissance )Pearson

\

Providing Lexile and Quantile measures Many popular con’ren’; O%Tge‘?;:‘st?res for
unlocks a wealth of resources, including: program publishers P
their materials.
S
Over [0 newsela Learning
o
0 I} ~
books, articles RIS
i OYAGER SOP
and websites &\ VO RnG:

Lexile and Quantile measures help connect students with ability-appropriate materials, creating
an ecosystem that facilitates learning and growth. With more than half of students in the United
States now receiving Lexile and Quantile measures, students have powerful tools to fuel their
educational journey.
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Making Assessment Results Actionable @

With the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks, you help
to connect assessment results with resources, Evaluate
materials, and ongoing instruction to accelerate
students’ learning and instill greater confidence in
their ability to succeed.

Use a scientific, universal scale to assess
longitudinal student growth toward
college and career readiness. Provide an
interpretive framework for reviewing and
documenting assessment data.

Differentiate

Provide teachers with a powerful tool

to differentiate instruction and guide
scaffolding to help students grow.
Results from state assessments become
a catalyst for unique instructional
improvement in the classroom.

o

Communicate

Easily quantify and share student growth
for districts, schools, and individual

MetaMetrics provides you with the students on their trajectory toward college

measures and data that can be used and career readiness. Better engage

to better evaluate, differentiate, and parents with an easy-to-understand

communicate. metric, giving them more ways to support
their child’s exploration and learning
outside of the classroom.
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A Deeper Dive:
Additional Information

In this section, we highlight additional information on how Lexile and Quantile measures can
enhance your work at the department. Topics include:

Using Lexile Measures in the Early Grades

Tracking & Forecasting Reading & Math Growth

Access to Lexile Measured Text

Using Lexile & Quantile Measures Within Accountability

Using Lexile & Quantile Measures to Inform Textbook Selection
Explaining Variance in Test Scores

Grade-Level Ranges

College & Career Readiness

Navigating Text Complexity

Professional Learning

Further Reading
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Using Lexile Measures in the Early Grades

Looking for tools and resources to support

phonics instruction? Lexile® Find a Decodable .
Book and Lexile® Decodable Passages can Access Early Reading
help! Find a Decodable Book is a tool that Tools & Resources
helps readers crack the alphabetic code

by finding books that match instruction. In Dec?odab_le tools apd (BB EliS
addition, Decodable Passages provides available in the Lexile and Quantile
access to online passages students can read Hub at Hub.Lexile.com.

to practice specific phonics skills.

Tracking & Forecasting Reading & Math Growth

Lexile and Quantile measures provide
invaluable data on student growth over time,

from kindergarten through high school. @ Access Growth Planners
Educators, parents, and students have the

ability to chart growth, forecast achievement,
and compare forecasted reading and math
growth with the demands of college and

careers through the Lexile® and Quantile®
Growth Planners.

Access the Lexile and Quantile
Growth Planners in the Lexile and
Quantile Hub at Hub.Lexile.com.

The Lexile and Quantile Growth Planners
provide insights early in a student’s
educational journey, allowing educators and
parents to effectively guide and direct their
student’s progress. With Lexile and Quantile
measures reported from statewide tests, you
can add student measures to the Growth
Planners to:

Forecast student growth.

Check if they’re on track for college and
career readiness.

Compare their progress with peers
nationwide.

Suggest paths for accelerating progress
if needed.
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Access to Lexile Measured Text

More than 100 million articles, books, and

websites have Lexile measures to help
@ Online Periodical Databases

educators easily find reading materials
Offering Lexile Measures

to match student reading abilities. Many

of these resources—both fiction and
informational text—are available for free to
educators through state and local library

For alist of available databases
containing Lexile text measures
by state, access a Guide to Online

databases.

Periodical Databases Offering Lexile
Nearly every state across the country offers Measures at www?2.metametricsinc.
free access to periodical database services com/resources-to-help-onboard-
for educators, parents, students, and educators-and-families.

others. These periodical database services
provide Lexile measures for millions of
newspaper and magazine articles, as well
as encyclopedia and reference content.
Database providers include EBSCO, Gale,
Grolier, ProQuest, and others.

Using Lexile & Quantile Measures Within Accountability

The Lexile and Quantile Frameworks provide states with a way to measure growth in reading and
mathematics based on actual student scores versus statistical growth models that may not be well
understood by educators and parents. These measures of student performance can be used by
states to inform policy decisions regarding setting growth targets for accountability.

When improvements in student reading and mathematics achievement are tracked over time with
the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks, there are two simultaneous benefits:

Student achievement can be interpreted in relation to the reading and mathematics demands
of future courses and careers; and

The rate of change in student achievement over time can be compared with the reading and
mathematics pathways leading to college and career readiness.

When states link their reading and mathematics achievement scales with the Lexile and Quantile
Frameworks, the states’ grade-level performance standards can also be understood in relation to
the reading and mathematical demands of instructional and occupational materials. These benefits
help ensure that accountability aligns more closely with instruction, while providing increased
transparency for educators, parents, and students.
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Using Lexile & Quantile Measures to Inform Textbook Selection

The complexity of instructional materials students encounter in school is important. To help provide
students with the best instructional resources, textbook review committees—at the state or local
level—can establish Lexile and Quantile measures as criteria to inform their textbook selection
process. Our team can provide you with letters that encourage or require publishers to submit
materials with Lexile and Quantile measures for committee reviews.

Explaining Variance in Test Scores

Test results offer an estimate of a student’s
ability. It's normal to see a student’s tested
measures go up and down. Each test result is
just one data point at one moment in time and
susceptible to a host of factors that impact
test performance. Just as measurements

like weight and blood pressure can fluctuate
based on a variety of circumstances, so too
can test scores.

Sometimes, multiple tests taken within 30
days that report Lexile or Quantile measures
show unexpectedly different results. To help
educators determine a student’s optimal
measure in these instances, there’s the Lexile®
Measures Manager and Quantile® Measures
Manager. The Measures Manager resource
will produce a single “best estimate” of your
student’s optimal Lexile or Quantile measure
in a quick, two-step process.

To learn more about managing multiple
measures, please visit:
hub.lexile.com/fags/#multiple-measures.

@ Managing Multiple Measures

Use the Lexile and Quantile Measures
Manager resource to determine a
student’s optimal reading or math
measure when two assessments
have resulted in significantly differing
Lexile or Quantile measures at:
measuresmanager.lexilecom.
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Grade-Level Ranges

Families and educators often want to know

if a student’s Lexile or Quantile measure is at,
above, or below grade level. To help interpret
their measures and provide guidance on
where they should be to graduate college-
and career-ready, we offer grade-level ranges.

Grade-level benchmarks help gauge what
students should achieve in reading and math
at each grade level, though they can vary

by state. To provide a clearer picture, we've
compiled nationwide datasets to create
grade-level charts that align with Lexile
measures for reading and Quantile measures
for math.

College & Career Readiness

Reading ability and mathematical
understanding are two student attributes at
the heart of college and career readiness.
Lexile and Quantile measures quantify
these abilities and can help monitor student
growth toward evidence-based, grade-level
benchmarks of college and career readiness.
Lexile and Quantile measures are the only
metrics available to compare and describe
the reading and mathematics demands of
careers.

With the Lexile® and Quantile® Career
Databases, you can identify the reading

and math abilities necessary for career
preparedness. The Career Databases contain
Lexile and Quantile measures for more than
600 careers, as well asimportant descriptive
information, such as median pay, projected
career growth, and education level required
for each career. The Career Databases are the
result of years of research examining the text
complexity of a variety of reading materials

in various domains of the post-secondary
experience.

@ Access Grade Level Charts

The Lexile and Quantile Grade Level
Charts are resources available at
Hub.Lexile.com.

@ Access Career Databases

The Lexile and Quantile Career
Databases are tools available at
Hub.Lexile.com.
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Navigating Text Complexity

A Lexile measure serves as a starting point

in measuring the complexity of a text. It’s

important to note that a Lexile measure Access the

does not address the subject matter, text Lexile® Text Analyzer
quality, age-appropriateness of the content,

or areader’s interests. Although the Lexile Explore text complexity and
measure is an important component in determine text readability with the
evaluating text complexity, it is but one Lexile Text Analyzer tool available at

consideration parents, caregivers, librarians, Hub.Lexile.com.

and educators should use when helping a
child select books to read.

Professional Learning

Want to broaden understanding of the Frameworks and how to make use of Lexile and Quantile
measures to accelerate learning for students toward college and career readiness? The Lexile®
and Quantile® Educator Academy offers asynchronous, self-directed learning that supports
high-quality implementation of the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks. Current offerings include the
Lexile® Certification Course and Quantile® Certification Course.

&€& Best course | have taken in a long time. As an Assistant Principal, | plan to share this
first with our Instructional Coaches and then our teachers. | can’t wait to see some of

the tools used to help our students.”
— GEORGIA EDUCATOR

&E | plan to introduce this to my English and Social Studies departments so that they
can utilize the Lexile tools in designing instruction.”
— CALIFORNIA EDUCATOR

Learn more at: hub.lexile.com/professional-learning/.

Further Reading

Lexile and Quantile measures were

developed based on years of research. Here

at MetaMetrics, we continue to explore and Read More
research how our measures can be used

by educators to transform learning and
accelerate student achievement. Exploring

the relationships between learning, policy,
measurement, and instruction enables us

to continue to advance the effectiveness of
Lexile and Quantile measures. Our research
explores topics such as bridging the readiness
gap, achieving academic success for college
and beyond, and communicating success to
parents and other stakeholders.

Browse the hundreds of articles and
publications that discuss our research
at metametricsinc.com/research.
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Lexile & Quantile Hub

The Lexile and Quantile Hub (Hub.Lexile.com) is an online platform that provides easy
access to reading and math tools and resources. We listened to feedback from educators,
families, and students to develop the Hub. In this section, we highlight the Hub’s:

Lexile Tools and Resources

Quantile Tools and Resources

District Toolkit
The Lexile and Quantile Hub has something for everyone! The Hub's tools (listed on the
following pages) are available at three levels of access:

Visitor (Basic)

Member (Basic+)

Premium (As a MetaMetrics state partner, premium membership is free for educators
in your state!)

For the most up-to-date details on the Hub’s membership options, visit hub.lexile.com/
membership-options.
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Lexile Tools & Resources

Find these reading tools and resources (and more!) at Hub.Lexile.com.

Reading Tools & Resources What It Does

ll I
I FIND A BOOK

TEXT ANALYZER

]
B8 FIND A DECODABLE BOOK

| r
GROWTH PLANNER

o@t
CAREER DATABASE

cat
DECODABLE PASSAGES

“:: LEXILE
mpd— GRADE LEVEL CHARTS

WORDLISTS

Search for the perfect book in both English and
Spanish using Lexile measure, grade level, or interests

Discover key vocabulary and Lexile measures by
chapter within a book to define unfamiliar words and
simplify complex text

Use codes that provide information about the type of
book and its age appropriateness

Create a virtual bookshelf with favorited books

Analyze text in both English and Spanish to
determine the Lexile text measure range

Save and store history
Display key vocabulary (English only)

Search for decodable books by vowel sound(s)

View a book’s percentage of vowel sounds and
words grouped by spelling patterns

Forecast student college and career readiness with
Lexile measures

Explore entry-level reading demands of careers
View descriptive national and regional career data

View regional career information using the interactive
map tool

Select decodable passages by instructional focus

Download and print passages for classroom use and
sharing

Discover how a student’s Lexile measure compares
to peers nationally for grades K-12 at the beginning-
of-year, middle-of-year, and end-of-year state reading
assessments

Help students learn the right words at the right time
by creating customized lists of consequential words

Select according to grade level for grades 1-12, high
utility words across domains, and vocabulary specific
to social studies, math, or science
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Quantile Tools & Resources
Find these math tools and resources (and more!) at Hub.Lexile.com.

Math Tools & Resources What It Does

Identify math skills and concepts that students are

tx I QUANTILE ready to learn by Quantile measure

&% MATH SKILLS DATABASE Find resources aligned to state mathematics

standards and Quantile measure

|r - Forecast student college and career readiness with
GROWTH PLANNER Quantile measures

Explore entry-level math demands of careers

0@‘ - View descriptive national and regional career data

CAREER DATABASE : . . . .
View regional career information using the

interactive map tool

Discover how a student’s Quantile measure

“:: compares to peers nationally for grades K-12 at the
mwh= GRADE LEVEL CHARTS beginning-of-year, middle-of-year, and end-of-year

state math assessments

g Lexile & Quantile Hub Spotlight: Resource Center

o o o

Find curated resources Save favorite resources Share favorite
to boost your skills in for quick and easy resources with
reading and math access in the future others
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District Toolkit

In addition to our implementation toolkit for state education agencies (metametricsinc.com/state-
toolkit), we also provide a district toolkit (hub.lexile.com/district-toolkit) in the Lexile and Quantile Hub
to help support implementation at the local level.

The District Toolkit includes how-to guidance, checklists and templates, best practices, family-ready
messaging, and short micro-training videos that model real classroom and home applications.

Its purpose is to make the implementation of the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks easier, more
consistent, and more impactful for student learning.

Please share the District Toolkit with your districts and schools to support their ongoing
implementation of Lexile and Quantile measures.

LEXILE QuANTILE

ThE LexiLe & QuanTiLE Hus FOR EDUCATORS  FOR PARENTS TOOLS v RESOURCES v SUPPORT v

District Toolkit

This implementation toolkit gives schools and districts clear, actionable strategies for putting Lexile® and Quantile® measures

into practice.

FRAMEWORK FUNDAMENTALS MEASURES IN ACTION MEASURES INTO MOMENTUM
Explore onboarding resources to understand the Use Lexile & Quantile measures from assessments to Continue the journey with Lexile & Quantile measures

basics of the Lexile & Quantile Frameworks as a inform daily instruction in meaningful ways and by partnering with families, colleagues, or other

pathway to accelerate student learning. enhance family engagement. educators.

Explore Section — Explore Section — Explore Section =

T —

T — -
Provide clear, actionable Support educator onboarding with access Share how to use Lexile and Quantile
strategies for putting to resources to understand the basics of measures from assessments to inform
Lexile and Quantile the Lexile and Quantile Frameworks as a daily instruction in meaningful ways
measures into practice. pathway to accelerate student learning. and enhance family engagement.
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Contact Your Support Team

MetaMetrics shares your vision for each
student being ready for, and succeeding,
in college and career. As partners in that
work, we are here to support your efforts
in understanding and using the Lexile and
Quantile Frameworks to help meet your
goals.

These MetaMetrics team members will
serve as your primary support team. Please
reach out to them with any questions and
feedback you have.

Together, let’s build a brighter tomorrow so
everyone can cultivate the skills they need
to thrive in a dynamic world.

Follow Us on Social Media

Facebook

facebook.com/
LexileQuantileFrameworks/

X
x.com/metametrics_inc
x.com/Lexile_Quantile

YouTube
youtube.com/metametrics

LinkedIn
linkedin.com/company/metametrics-inc-/

Instagram
instagram.com/lexile_quantile/

Mandie Bechard

Senior Vice President,

Partner Success
mbechard@metametrics.com

Sean Corcoran

Vice President,

State Growth
scorcoran@metametrics.com

Julie Worden

Senior Director,

State Partnerships
jworden@metametrics.com

Jordan Berryhill

Director,

State Partnerships
joerryhill@metametrics.com
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